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I therefore ordered all to go replanting 2 grains in a hill ; not 
to touch the standing corn, so that if that comes to anything, if 
will not be hurt. But Selfe, a knowing fool, wanted to trust 
to another frost. Which is better, John, a fresh grain in May 
or a wounded plant of corn? and if a frost comes to-night, 
what then? 

The ice was hard enough for a dog to walk on it. 

6. Friday. A clear looking day. No frost, by everybody's 
account, tho' all night full cold enough. 

We planted cotton at home the day before yesterday, and yes- 
terday at the Forks. 

I rode out to make a further examination into the effects of 
j'esterday's frosts. I could not have conceived the severity of it. 
I before took notice of its injury to almost every domestic Plant 
such as affords food or raiment, and I am convinced the wheat 
is too much injured to recover. The spelt alone has stood it, 
w ch is that this is both an aquatic & a hardy winter plant; at 
the same time it cannot endure the least dry weather. 

This day examined the wood, &c., and, except the Pine & 
Cedar, every tree almost everywhere burnt as if by a fire. 

(Potatoes in 3 acres killed.) I am glad I reserved about 
half an acre to be planted in June, as rattle brained Jack 
Wormeley advised me. 

My Fork cotton will be all planted this day, and then the 
Potatoes, and then to repairing my garden necessaries. 

I was surprised this day to hear that in the Philadelphia 
Gazette the whole R. W. estate on Shenandoah, slaves & all, 
were to be sold. I say I was surprised, because there has been 
a prodigious boast of great Profits made there, and not long 

ago I heard a Gentleman declare his was thence clear 

of debt. There is nothing like our modes of deceiving ourselves 
& the world. 

(To be Continued.) 



EXTRACTS FROM DIARY OF CHARLES COPLAND. 
Communicated by Miss Anna Melissa Graves. 

Charles Copland was an eminent lawyer, and figured in the Vir- 
ginia courts as the rival of John Wickham and William Wirt. Nothing is 
known of his ancestry. He married first Rebecca Nicholson, whose family 
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is better known. Her father, Robert Nicholson, was a merchant of Wil- 
liamsburg, and married Mary Waters. Issue: 1 William, who married 

( ? ) , and had issue : John, who went into the navy and became a 

commodore; Mary Tabb, Margaret Joy, Martha and Caroline. 2 George 

married , and had issue: Mary, who married Chapman Johnson, 

Agnes, Margaret, married Robert Gwathmy; Elizabeth or Rebekah, mar- 
ried Carter Braxton Page; William. 3 Robert, married Elizabeth 
Digges, and had George, married Sarah Tayloe Wormeley, and Sallie 
Berkeley married Pey. 4. Andrew, married Judith Digges, and had 
Elizabeth, married Col. T. N. Burwell; Rebekah, who married Rev. 
George Woodbridge ; Mary, George. 5. Thomas, never married. 6. Re- 
becca, married, February 4, 1786, Charles Copland, and had issue: Mary, 
born March 10, 1787, married John A. Brown; Elizabeth, married Park- 
hill; Peter, born Sept. 22, 1790; Margaret, Charles, born February 17, 

1794, married Adams; Alexander, born July 12, 1795; William, 

born April 8, 1797; Robert, born May 14, 1799, married Ayers; 

Rebecca, died infant. 7. Margaret, married L. Gibbons. 

John A. Brown and Mary Copland had issue: Margaret, married 
John Wight, who had Emily, married William Graves, parents of Anna 
Melissa Graves. 

Charles Copland married, second, Henningham Bernard, October 13, 
1808, and she died November 24, 1836. 

A diary of Charles Copland's is still extant and in the posses- 
sion of his great-great-granddaughter, Mary Copland Wight, of 
Baltimore, Md. He says of it himself: 

"There is dispersed in my books and papers an unmethodical 
register of domestic events, and statements of the profits of my 
profession,* my house expenses', a notice of my purines, etc., etc., 
and which I now mean to extract from my books and papers 
and enter into a regular series in this book, that I may readily 
turn to them at any time when I shall have occasion to do so. 

"C. Copland, 

"June, 1823." 
The "register of domestic events" is very meagre, usually being 
merely notices of the births, marriages and deaths of the imme- 
diate family and those most nearly related. The statements 
concerning his profession are much more interesting. For eleven 
years lie kept a detailed account of the profits of his profession, 

* He was a lawyer. 
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and also gives dates of his qualification in the different courts. 
He does not state whether he studied law at college, whether 
he was prepared and practicing before he moved to Richmond, 
or whether he carried on his studies entirely after establishing 
himself there. He moved from Charles City county to Rich- 
mond on December 29, 1788. His entry — the first in the diary — 
is as follows: 

"Dec. 29 th . I moved from Charles City to Richmond into a 
house I had built there on a lot of land, No. 422, which I bought 
of John Dandridge. 

The lot cost me $333 . 33 

The improvements cost me 1,748.96 

Total, $2,082 . 29 

"My poverty made it needful that I should use economy in 
forming this establishment, and therefore the houses I put on 
the lot were framed in Charles City, and of scantling got from 
trees that grew on my own land, and the frames were brought 
to Richmond by water." 

Although he came to Richmond in the end of 1788, yet his 
first entries about his qualifications are the following. 

"1790. May 22. I qualified as a Lawyer in the High Court 
of Chancery. 

"1790. November 25. I qualified as a Lawyer in the Federal 
Court. 

"1792. November 24. I qualified as a Lawj-er in the General 
Court. 

"1793. April 15. I qualified as a Lawyer in the Court of 
Appeals." 

From 1791 to 1802 he kept a separate account of the profits 
of his practice in each court. After 1802 he blended the whole 
together in one sum. Up to the year 1795 he practiced regularly 
in Charles City, his native county. 

His first detailed account is on the following page : 

1791. The produce of my practice this year: 
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Henrico Court, $779.20 

Cbas. City Court, 448.40 

High Court of Chancery, 385.66 

District Court, 276.58 

Hustings Court, 223 . 67 

Federal Court, 73.33 

Extra business, 80 . 80 

Drawing deeds & other writings, 45 . 16 

Advice, 33.92 



,346.72 



In 1800 he says, "I make more by my practice than I ever did 
in any year before or since." The detailed account is as follows : 

Henrico Court, $1,968 . 75 

Federal Court, 1,501 . 20 

High Court of Chancery, 651 . 75 

District Court, 613 . 60 ' 

Hustings Court 546 . 77 

Drawing, 142 . 33 

Extras, 108 . 00 

Advice, 25 69 

Commissions without suit, 1,263 . 04 



$6,821.13 



In 1802 he says: "My average annual income from my prac- 
tice alone for this and the four last years was $6,094.72, which 
I believe was a better practice than any other lawyer in Eich- 
mond had at that time, one only excepted." 

From 1802 the profits of his profession gradually decreased. 
This decrease was probably due to the condition of the country 
at the time, and also probably due to the fact that he evidently 
thought that he had accumulated enough and could afford to 
spend more time away from his legal duties. 

In 1810 his practice produced $3,682.20. 

In 1815 his practice produced only $1,091.11. 

Of 1816 he says : At the close of this year I formed the strange 
resolution of retiring from the bar, and actually did so in 
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March in the succeeding year — a resolution I have sorely re- 
pented of since. To detail the grounds of that resolution would 
be to no purpose. All the grounds, however, I have since found 
to be wholly falacious." 

In 1819 he resumed the practice of law, but for the next 
three years it did not produce a thousand dollars a year. His 
diary ends in 1822. 

Besides the profits of his profession he had an income derived 
from other sources. He does not enter this in his diary, though, 
until after 1804. He says : "For fourteen years, namely, frcm 
the beginning of this year (1791) to the end of 1804, I did 
not make out, nor have I any statement of my income from 
any other source than my practice, although within that period 
I made the bulk of the estate I have ever owned." In 1803 he 
says : "Notwithstanding the produce of my practice was dimin- 
ished, I had a handsome income from other sources, and I this 
year lent out on legal interest twenty thousand dollars." 

In 1805 his income from other sources than his prac- 
tice was $3,468.94 

His income from his practice was 3,950. 14 



$7,419.08 

His other income decreased after 1806, probably because be- 
ginning at about that time he must have spent a good deal of 
his principal in portioning off his daughters and establishing 
his sons. He makes several entries about profits on real estate, 
and speaks of shares in the James River Canal Company. In 
January, 1819, he was elected a Director in that company. He 
had a great deal of land in Ohio, in Muskingham county. Some 
of this he seems to have given to his sons Charles and Peter 
in 1811 and 1819, but some he kept and had at the time of his 
death. 

He not only gives detailed accounts of his income, but also 
of his expenditures. At first he tried to make his profession 
pay his running expenses and saved his other income ; but his 
expenses increased so that he soon had to give up this plan, and 
later on he found that he had even to use some of his principal. 
But he never went into debt, and reduced his expenses soon 
until they came well within his income again. 
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His entry at the end of 1803 is as follows : 

"This year ... I resumed the practice of keeping a house 
expense account, which I had very improperly intermitted for 
12 years. This was the first year of my life since I was a prac- 
ticing Lawyer that the produce of my practice alone did not 
pay my house expenses." 

The following are some of his * house expense accounts : 

1803. Expenses, $4,335 . 38 

"In this sum of $4,335.38 is embraced expenses of our trip 

to Bethlehem, $303 . and 

Board and tuition of 
my two daughters at 

Bethlehem, 430.0." 

1804. House expenses, $4.502 . 56 

1805. " " 4,387.47 

1800. " " 4,977.69 

But in this year is included not only his daughter's expenses 
at Bethlehem, but also his son Peter's expenses for half a year 
at Princeton, which were $230. 

1807. House expenses, $5,08.7.57 

Peter's half year expenses were $270. 

1808. House expenses, $4,524.14 

1809. " " 4,471 . 39 

1810. " " .... 4,802.84 

1811. " " 7,250.73 Income was $6,373.08 

In this year a very expensive trip to the North cost him 
$1,057.20. Alex.'s expenses at Yale, $403.25. 

1812. House expenses, $4,531.20 A.'s expenses at Yale, $635.00 

1813. " " 5,091.47 " " " "• 757.42 

1814. " " 5,021.79 " " " " 923.98 

1815. " " 6,530.13 Income only $3,930.07. 

1816. " " 5,204.00 

1817. " " 4,022.63 

1818. " <■ 3,548.92 

1819. " " 2,233.44 

1820. " " 1,849.18 

1821. " " 2,097.76 

* House expense account means with him total living expenses. 
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In 1822 he gives a still more detailed account of his expenses, 
as follows : 

Food, animal & vegetable, $490 . 09 

Groceries of all sorts, 286.35 

Fuel, 124.91 

Clothes for wife,* self and servants, . . . 283 . 54 

Food for horses and cows, 181 . 24 

Furniture, postage, pew rent. 

Subscriptions, medical bill & ice, 190 . 32 

Taxes, 35.75 

Miscellaneous, 155.13 



$1,747.33 



(To be Continued.) 



TABB FAMILY. 

CORRECTIONS FROM MRS. E. S. M. FlTE, OF NEW YORK. 

{Continued from XIII., 278.) 

See April, 1905, page 271, thirteenth line from top. 
163 William 5 (William 4 , John 3 , Thomas 2 , Humphrey 1 ) was 
a soldier in Capt. Hugh Stephenson's Company during the Eev- 

olution. I sent you a copy of his brother George's honorable dis- 
charge from the army. 

Same page, twentieth line from top : 

186 Capt. John Leland 6 Tabb was Captain of Cavalry during 
war of 1812, and not his son-in-law Nathaniel Mitchell, who is 
mentioned in same paragraph lower down. 

Same page, fo\irth line from bottom, my father's name is 
Charles Benjamin Stephenson, not Stephens; he was born and 
raised in Harper's Ferry. 

Page 272, third line from bottom. Strike out the statement 
that 164 Edward 5 Tabb was a member of Continental Army. 
Page 276, beginning of second paragraph. You give wrong 

* His wife had an independent income of her own. 



